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EDUCATION THAT FITS FOR
SERVICE.

of elemantary engineering" to over-

see building roads -- and to install
agricultural and sanitary drainage
and furnish water supply properly
to his house and buildings. He
should also be familiar enough with
the principles of architecture to in
sure the adaptation of his buildings
to his own special needs. Political
economy and political science should
be - within his comprehension, their
past as well as the present status,
that he may judge as to the bene
ficent or injurious effect of political
and commercial measures and he
must be trained to exert wisely his
political power in the local and gen-

eral governments. To counteract

An Interesting Description of the Coun-

ty Schools of Agriculture and Domes-

tic Economy in Wisconsin.

Editor of The Progressive Farmer:

In the course of a recent address
before the students of the Agricul-

tural College, of the University of
Wisconsin, a successful agricultur-
ist said : "The successful man it not
the lover of the dollar, but the lover
of his business." To a great extent,
the measure of business success in
the relations of both cause and ef-

fect must be the dollar. To insure
its wise application during the cru-

cial period which determines the ul-

timate failure or triumph of a busi-

ness venture, the worker must thor-

oughly comprehend not only the
requirements of his own business
but, in addition, his own limita-
tions and the degree of his ability
to meet these requirements. Over-confidenc- e,

timidity, or ignorance,
alike invite waste and failure.

No class c& workers are more ham

conclusions and recommendations
(based upon results in this and for-

eign countries), is as interesting as
it is suggestive, and these two
schools are practical illustrations of
a scheme of education especially
adapted to farming .communities.

Marathon and Dunn Counties were
selected because both are progres-

sive educationally and agriculturally,
thus affording suitable environments
for the experiment. The school at
Menomonie, Dunn County, was com-

pleted first and was opened in Octo-

ber, 1902. The building was planned
by Mr. J. T. W. Jennings, Super-
vising Archtect of the Buildings and
Grounds of the University of Wis-

consin, who has recently superin-

tended the construction of the mag-
nificent new building of the Agri-

cultural College at Madison. The
Menomonie building is 42 x 96 feet
in dimensions, and was planned to
accommodate the Dunn County
Teachers' Training School, which
occupies the third story. The first
floor has a general laboratory, 20 x 40

feet, to be used for elementary sci-

ence and dairy woik ;recitation
room, 20x32 feet, equipped with
blackboards, apparatus for use of
stereopticon; boiler, fuel, laundc
janitor's and men's wash-room- s are"

some of the effects of the isolation
inherent in the industry he and his
family should cultivate a genuine
love for reading, and should be sup-

plied with a broad range, including
history, travel and those realistic
novels which will familiarize them
with conditions of life in-spthe- r en
vironments.

People who are so unfortunate as
to be thrown upon their own un

pered by ill preparation for their aided resources for amusements, who
frequently have not time or strengthX

life work than are farmers, but as
for aught but the grind of work,
are painfully self-conscio- us when-

ever brought into contact with other
conditions. If actual society is jjso on this floor. The second floor
not possible, much of its benefit
may be conferred by the books and
magazines so plentiful through
which needed, and all can travel or
enter any social "set" at will by
proxy, and can thus secure some of
the. ease and polish gained by actual

fertilizers or through the growth
of certain crops; to broaden their
work and to aid and interest farm-
ers' samples of soil from other se-
ctions of the country will be analyzed
and their owners advised as to the
use to make of such tracts of land.
Much attention will be given to pra-
ctical horticulture, other than orchard
trees, and to every possible adjunct
to farm life.

THE COURSES FOR YOUNG WOMEN.

The girls are taught the best
methods of performing all labor re-

lating' to the economy, health and
comfort of the home. Every effort
is made to distinguish between
house-keepin- g and home-keepin- g.

The application of arithmetic to
home , management, cooking and
sewing, millinery, home manag-
ement, real and false economy, will
provide for the material side, while

lessons in social usages, in English,
history, civil government, economics
and general literature will lead the
young women to a knowledge of life
that will fit them to be the com-

panions of their husbands and neigh-

bors and to wisely direct their chi-

ldren. The woman who takes this

course should be able to enter any
society to whiph her future life may

lead without awkwardness or
due to the isolation

and entire devotion to mechanical
work. .

The work - of these and similar

schools will solve the vexed que-
stion as to the mode of stemming the

tide of migration from country to

city, for when farming can be put

on the basis of other industries as

to advantages, financial and social,

there will be no lack of people eager

to invest in farm property. It is

not farm life but farm slavery that

drives the .ambitious youth of both

sexes from the farm.
RNROLLMENT IN THE SCHOOLS.

t
At the end of six weeks the Dunn

County School had fifty-seve- n pupils

enrolled; thirty boys (average age,

lWz) and twenty-fiv- e girls (average

age, 19) from the country, and two

boys from the county-sea- t, Menom-
onie.

The Marathon County School at

Wausau had at the same time an

enrollment of sixty-thre- e; sixteen

boys and forty-seve-n girls. The

same general course of work is given

as in the Menomonie school. Especi-

al attention will be given to animal

husbandry since stock-raisin- g is the

most important branch of agricu-

lture in that immediate locality. The

Wausau farm has a herd represen-

ting six leading breeds and stock

judging, the scientific care and feed-

ing of stock and the production of

the grains and roots best adapted to

stock-raisin- g will be taught.
The greatest care was exercised m

the selection of the faculties for the

schools. It was essential that their

members should be specialists m

these schools. It was essential that

those branches of science particu-

larly but itrelating to Agriculture,
was considered equally essential tna

they should have demonstrated their

ability for independent research an

6ocial privileges.

If the above requirements are es-

sential to a successful agricultural
life the question naturally arises as

yet comparatively few are aware
of the existence of limitations other
than lack of money or strength.
People who love their work are
usually enthusiastic in it and may,
unconscious of a particular leaning
toward any phase of work, find when
difficulties are mastered and the
power born of knowledge is ac-

quired that their entire personal at-

titude is changed and that indif-

ference or dislike is changed to
attraction for and enjoyment in
their work.

A scientific knowledge of agri-

culture, had it been possible, could
have never come amiss, but now
when farmer contends with many
of the difficulties that harassed his
ancestors and confronts problems of
whose existence they never could
have dreamed, a specific prepara-
tion is as essential to success as air
and 'food are to life.

To aid him in weather-wisdo- m the
modern farmer has the thermometer,
the barometer and the reports of
the United States Signal Service;
the constantly expanding mail, tele-

graphic, and telephonic service he
may command to keep him in touch
with the markets, and the bulletins
issued by the government, the State
Agricultural Colleges, the United
States Experiment Stations, supple-
mented by institutes and lecture
courses inform him of the latest
discoveries of science and their ap-

plication to his interests. Count-
less magazines and newspapers are
published in the interests of the in-

dustry, but neither these nor the
foregoing aids will be of avail to

(main entrance floor) contains as-

sembly and stydy room, 40 x 40 feet,
with sinks and apparatus for cook-

ing and serving food properly; a
sewing room, 19 x 20 feet, equipped
for teaching cutting, fitting and
sewing; a principal's office fitted with
shelves for the agricultural and
general library of the school, and a
store-roo- m, 8x9 feet, and ladies'
cloak room. The third floor has a
similar assembly room and two reci-

tation rooms, the remainder of the
floor being adapted to the use of
the Teachers' Training School. The
attic is unfinished and will afford
ample room for exercise in inclement
weather.

WHAT THE BOYS LEARN

Near the main building is a two-stor- y

shop building where is installed
ample machinery for the teaching
and practice of carpentry, black-smithin- g,

the care .and repairing of
machinery, engines and boilers; in
short, all that is necessary for farm-
ers to know of farm machinery.
Near these buildings is a tract of
land sufficient for vegetable and
flower gardens and for the houses
and run-way- s necessary in care of
poultry.

The main farm is one and one-ha- lf

miles from the school, and the
students are conveyed back and
forth when necessary. This property
belongs to the county, and thus can
be permanently maintained and

.equipped as dictated by the interests
of the school. Its buildings, stock,
machinery, orchards all apparatus

have been selected with a view to
familiarizing the students with the
best and most modern appliances
and- - methods The students will
learn to select crops with reference
to the chemical elements of the soil;
to modify the soils with the aid of

to the mode of securing them, especi-
ally where time and money are to
be considered.

The common school system sup-
plies much of the technical train-
ing essential to the ordinary per-
son: that is, he learns to read, write,
to conduct ordinary business trans-
actions, and something of history
and kindred subjects, but, unfor-
tunately, much of this knowledge is
acquired at a time when the mind
is too immature to make it of the
value it should be.

Wisconsin's experiment.

Wisconsin has made an experiment
which consists in organizing and
equipping two schools which shall
be free to pupils living in the re-

spective counties and which shall
supplement the v. ,rk of the district
schools and train their students with
direct reference to farm environ-
ments. It is intended that the courses
of study and the equipment of these
schools shall be sufficiently elastic
to provide the training requisite to
the people in their immediate local-
ities. This feature of the work is
characteristic of Mr. L. D. Harvey,
ex-Sta- te Superintendent of Educa-
tion, the Special Commissioner ap-
pointed by the Legislature of 1899
to investigate and report upon the
subject of agricultural training. Mr.
Harvey's report, which embodies the
results of his investigations and his

the farmer who is intellectually' un
fit to comprehend them or who has
not the wit or energy to apply their
principles to his own use.
THE FARMER'S EDUCATIONAL NEEDS.

To be successful, then, the farmer
must be sufficiently educated to. wise
ly use the information available to
him; he should understand enough

n


